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meet the

COVER
WOMEN
Meet our cover stars! Michelle McKemey, Cindy McRae and Tina
Skipper are all HARDWORKING, ENTERPRISING NEW
ENGLANDERS, WITH A DIVERSE ARRAY OF SKILLS AND
BUSINESS INTERESTS BETWEEN THEM. They’re all also
equally passionate about the land and our natural environment …
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MICHELLE
McKEMEY

a heap of consultancy work contracts and needed to
complete the field work for my PhD. We also had a lot of
voluntary community obligations to fulfil. By Christmas,
I was pretty exhausted! So, I took January off and had a
beautiful restorative time with my family.
The drought is also really challenging. This time of year
we should have lush fields of grass - waist deep in some
paddocks. When I look out over the farm, it is dry, brown
and crunchy. We are struggling to have enough water for
our animals.
I also worry about our environment. This summer we
have seen terrible drought, bushfires and floods throughout Australia.
On the New England Tablelands, so many of our
plants, animals and ecosystems are in decline - more are
being added to the threatened species list every day. Vegetation clearing, weeds, feral animals and climate change
are the main threats to our environment.
I take my hat off to the landholders and Landcare who
have restored native vegetation and are building up our
natural ecosystems again and also to the National Parks,
Aboriginal communities and NGOs, who are working to
look after our Protected Areas, so we have refuges for
native wildlife.
What are your goals for the rest of this year?
I would love to finish my PhD in the next 18 months! It
really is a huge task, but I am passionate about my field
of study (cross-cultural natural resource management
and ecology, focusing on Aboriginal fire management) it is the fire (pardon the pun!) in my belly that keeps me
going.
I’d also like to spend as much time with my kids as
possible, to play soccer with them after school, take
them pony riding or bush walking on the weekends and
just to make the most of this precious time we have
together while they are still little.
Thanks Michelle.

MELALEUCA ENTERPRISES
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hat businesses are you
Through my consultancy work, I travel to some extraorinvolved with?
dinary places across Australia. Some of my favourite work
I’m the Founder and Director
places are Kakadu National Park, Arnhem Land, Narran
of Melaleuca Enterprises EnvironLake Nature Reserve, Indigenous Protected Areas and the
mental Consultancy Services. I
glorious Sunshine Coast.
undertake ecological assessments,
When I’m working alone in the bush, I can really tune
write reports and books, develop environmental educain to what is going on - lyrebirds calling in winter, echidtion packages, and deliver natural and cultural resource
nas waddling around, wildflowers blossoming and the
management projects. Some of my clients include CSIRO,
changing seasons. I also love going “out on Country”
private landholders, other consultants, Aboriginal comwith Aboriginal
munities, universities and local,
Elders and listening to their stories
state and federal government
and wisdom accumulated over thoudepartments.
sands of years.
I’m passionate about my career;
We’re so lucky to live on a farm.
I’ve been doing this type of work
I have a lot of respect for my hussince I was 18, and I’d like to keep
band, who is out there every day,
Through my consultancy
doing it for the rest of my life.
taking care of our animals and our
work, I travel to some
I’m also Co-Director (with my
land. It is a privilege to live on the
extraordinary places across
husband, Dave) of McKemey Pty
land - our boys have ponies to ride;
Australia. Some of my
Ltd Agribusiness. We have a 2,080
we have pet chooks and dogs. We
favourite work places are
acre farm east of Guyra, where we
have freedom and space. Having
Kakadu
National
Park,
produce wool, cross-bred lambs
our own little patch of earth means
Arnhem Land, Narran Lake
and beef cattle. We manage the
that we can try to practice what
Nature Reserve, Indigenous
business together, developing
we preach - we are trying to our
Protected Areas and the
glorious Sunshine Coast.
budgets, work plans and longbest to use sustainable agricultural
term strategies and visions; then
practices.
Dave does all the farm work!
What have been some of your
melaleucaenterprises.com.au
biggest challenges throughout
www.facebook.com/mmckemey
2018/2019 - and how have you
What do you love most about
overcome them?
working on the land?
Work/life balance is my eternal
I love being in the bush. I’m
challenge! I have two young boys,
and living on a farm is hard work. On top of that, I mancurrently undertaking my PhD at the University of New
England, and I’m lucky to spend a lot of time out at
age my own business, and I’m studying!
my study sites, Wattleridge Indigenous Protected Area
I think last year may have been the busiest year of my
life - we moved house from our tiny farm cottage into
and Warra National Park, here in the New England
the family homestead with extensive gardens, and my
Tablelands, as well as in Arnhem Land in the Northern
involvement in our agricultural business intensified. I had
Territory.
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One of the greatest
things I love is
seeing my children
grow up with so
much freedom. They
ride motorbikes,
fish in the creek,
help muster stock
and have a real
connection to where
they live.
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TINA
SKIPPER
O L L E R A S TAT I O N

hat businesses are you involved with?
With a background in communications, last year I
started my own business, “My Rural Retreat”, which runs
Creative Arts and Health and Wellbeing Workshops in
our garden. We also offer self-contained accommodation
on our property. My first workshop was in May, and since
then I have had over 220 people attend various days. The support I’ve received
has been extraordinary, and I‘m excited about the future and bringing some
dynamic presenters to our region from all over Australia.
I’m also involved in our commercial grazing businesses, Ollera Station and
Cabarfeidh . My husband runs the day to day affairs; I help out when needed. I
manage the accounts and bookwork and am basically his daily sounding board!
This role is very important as we continue through dry years and have to make
pretty hard decisions.
What do you love most about working on the land?
I love Mother Nature, although she is giving us a run for our money at the
moment. I love being connected to nature, and I’m definitely an outdoors
person. I love the people who live on the land, for their genuine, honest,
practical ways, caring nature and unwavering work ethic. I think if you have an
affinity with your animals and a love for what you do, then it’s not really work.
One of the greatest things I love is seeing my children grow up with so much
freedom. They ride motorbikes, fish in the creek, help muster stock and have a
real connection to where they live.
What have been some of your biggest challenges throughout 2018/2019
- and how have you overcome them?
Managing through drought. We believe one of the vital keys is to make
decisions early and stick with them. We’d like to think that we can remain a
successful and prosperous business, operating for generations to come. That’s
our motivation.
With my own business, although it is very early days, I need to continue to
offer high quality presenters and a variety of workshops. I’m thinking about
Father and Son, Mother and Daughter Days and Weekend Workshops, where
participants can immerse themselves in their chosen art or craft.
What are your dreams/goals for the rest of this year?
I dream about waking up every morning to rain on the roof! Wouldn’t that
be great! My goal has always been to bring a variety of high quality workshops
to our region, so people who own businesses or who have family commitments
and cannot travel far, can come along, learn a new skill, meet like-minded
people and enjoy themselves.
What are your interests/hobbies when you're not working?
I love gardening and have spent years creating the space we enjoy today. I
find swimming meditative, I love painting, and I love cooking and spending time
with my family and friends. I love a good laugh too and when you are reliant on
the elements, it’s pretty important to maintain your sense of humour!

CINDY
McRAE

WEST KUNDERANG
R E C R E AT I O N A L R E T R E AT
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hat businesses are you involved How did you end up working on the land?
with?
My father’s advice when I completed secondary school
Most people would recognise
was to continue my education both formally and with
me from my tourism business West life experiences by doing what I was passionate about. I
Kunderang Recreational Retreat,
completed a degree in Anthropology from the University
on the Macleay River, two hours’
of QLD, which combined my love of human cultures
drive over the eastern escarpment from Armidale, which
and their intricate relationship with the land. Following
has been in operation now for 23 years.
this pursuit, I have worked intermittently throughout my
From very humble beginnings, starting with one
career in consulting, initially returning home in the 1990s’
campsite at the Cedar Trees with no amenities, it has
drought period to work with my father in the shearing
evolved to now having ten private campsites, each with
industry and at home feeding livestock.
their own amenities. This privacy, along with access
To work with my father, one had to immerse themselves
to the river, are the drawcards of the Retreat, with a
in whatever he was doing, so a love and respect for the
myriad of water activities - fishing, swimming, kayaking
land, its vegetation, creatures and the people that worked
etc. to be enjoyed, as well as
within it was instilled in me
4WDriving. There is also a walk
from a very early age! Meeting
to the giant Figtree - a specialty
a variety of people in these
for birdwatchers - and historic
endeavours has been one of my
mustering huts as additional
foremost experiences in working
attractions for visitors to view.
on the land.
I completed a degree in
“West Kunderang” is a working
What have been some of your
Anthropology from the
cattle property, where I run my
biggest challenges throughout
University of QLD, which
Hereford herd, inherited from my
2018/2019 - and how have
combined my love of human
cultures and their intricate
father, John McRae. He was a great
you overcome them?
relationship with the land.
mentor to me in the setup of the
The drought has definitely
tourism business in diversification
been challenging, with the lack
from grazing.
of feed and water being ever
I also inherited fine wool Merino
present. I have been extremely
sheep, with a few fat lambs grown
fortunate to have secured
as well, and a small herd of Angus
agistment, offloading my Angus
x Hereford cattle, which I usually
cross herd and Merino sheep
run at my home at “Biston Park”,
from “Biston Park”. In doing so,
Jeogla. I have completed my wool classing certificate
I could bring more cattle out of the gorge to relieve the
and have worked with my father in the shearing industry
pressure there and minimise the damage of no feed in the
earlier in my career, which has kept my interest in sheep
event of wildfires, which are becoming more prevalent.
and wool.
By diversifying into tourism and earning off-farm
In keeping with my love of the gorge country and
income, these businesses enable the sharing of the
funding all these enterprises, off-farm income is essential,
expenses required to operate on the land, especially in
and I enjoy working with the NPWS, cleaning the “East
such a remote environment as “West Kunderang”.
Kunderang Homestead” within the Oxley Wild Rivers
However, I could not have gained the experience to
National Park.
overcome these challenges without the support and
I also spend one day a week on average in Armidale
advice of the myriad of people who have worked with me
working at Dooner’s Furniture. I have gained invaluable
and who have given me the opportunity to live and work
knowledge of quality products with a difference in this
on the land. I am deeply indebted to all these individuals
retail sector. This also enables me to catch up with my 87
from my past, present and future. I look forward to
year old Mother, Esma, for an overnight stay and chitchat! continuing these associations working on the land!
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